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Investors keep eyes

on company earnings
Wall Street will look this week
to a swath of earnings reports
and comments from the Federal
Reserve for clues on when the
economy might begin to im-
prove. Yahoo, Sun Microsys-
tems and Texas Instruments are
among the tech firms reporting,
while companies like Procter &
Gamble, Kimberly-Clark and
Starbucks will give an indica-
tion of consumers’ willingness
tospend.

Fast-food experiment:
Outsource drive-through
“Welcome to Jack in the Box.
May | help you from thousands
of miles away?” The fast-food
giant is experimenting in some
areas with outsourcing its drive-
through ordering to centralized
call centers, one in Texas and
some maybe even outside the
country. The concept is not new,
both Wendy's and McDonald's
have tested it, but found it was
difficult to prove it saved money.

Fed expected to hold
key interest rate steady
The Federal Reserve is widely
expected to keep its key inter-
est rate at an all-time low —
between zero and 0.25 percent
— this week and examine other
unconventional ways to lift the
economy. The Federal Open
Market Committee — the central
bank’s main policymaking group
— opens a meeting tomorrow to
assess the economy. (AP)

[l SMALL BUSINESS

Fresh idea for local food

Partners pair
business with
green passion

BY LANA BORTOLOT

Special to amNewYork

You're trying to eat lo-
cally grown food, but are
wondering what produce
is available in the dead of
winter. Or maybe you just
got some fresh chervil but
don't know how to cook
with the obscure herb.

Carlin Greenstein and
Annie Stranger manufac-
ture simple guides that
will answer both those
questions. The entrepre-
neurs have designed two
informational wheels: one
reveals how to use differ-
ent herbs and the other
shows what locally grown
produce is in season.

“I spend a lot of time at
the farmers market, and
the common questions I
hear are: ‘When are fiddle-
heads in?’ or ‘What do I
do with this rosemary?"”
said Greenstein, 34,
who has a culinary
degree from the Natu-
ral Gourmet Institute
and a master’s from
NYU’s Food Studies

Carlin Greenstein, left, and Annie Stranger are partners in Chew on This.

and Nutrition Program.
Greenstein and Strang-
er, a graphic designer,
combined their talents
and interest in the locally
grown movement to start
their company called

The wheel of herbs

Chew on This.

Their wheels are pop-
ping up in a few city
markets that cater to or-
ganic lifestyles. They also
maintain a Web site, www.
chewonthis.com.

Christian Remy, a co-
owner of Stinky bklyn in
Carroll Gardens, carries

the guides.

“We try to push as
much local [food] as
we can, so this wheel
is very much part of
that idea,” he said.

Chew on This is

(DAVE SANDERS)

also committed to green
manufacturing. The
wheels are made in New
Jersey using 100 percent
post-consumer waste
paper.

Greenstein and Strang-
er, 29, have recouped
about 40 percent of their
initial $10,000 investment,
they said. The wheels sell
for about $11 each. So far,
there has just been a soft
launch, the women said,
but they are working on a
plan for wholesale pricing
and greater distribution.

Stars shine
less bright
at Davos

No Bono, no Angelina.

With capitalism in crisis,
the 2,500 business and po-
litical leaders at the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, this week will
find less star power than
usual.

Organizers say the
five-day event that starts
Wednesday will focus on
work and on
shaping the
world after
the crisis.

The forum’s
head says
leaders need
to try to look
beyond the
current turmoil.

“This is a transforma-
tional crisis and the world
certainly will be different
afterward,” said Klaus
Schwab, founder of the
39-year-old forum.

There will still be recep-
tions with canapes and
champagne, but no A-list
Hollywood stars, such as
Bono, who in years past
attended to advocate for
funding for poor nations.

“There will be a different
tone ... and a sense that we
need to get down to work,”
said forum spokesman
Mark Adams. (AP)

Bono
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